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A commemorative section
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I'T WAS IN 1759 that a young French Army officer, who had been
brought to these shores in chains as a prize of war, was able to pur-
chase 53 acres of land on what later became West Street in Foxbor-
ough. Francis Daniels would name his new home Normandy Farm,

a reminder of his birthplace in the Normandy region of France

that he would never see again. The farm prospered and grew to
more than 200 acres, passed down through years and generations.

950 YEARS LATER, Daniels family members are still working
on the land laid out by their ancestors, and will celebrate their

proud heritage on June 13. Seventh generation members Al-
bert (Dan), Robert and Janis (right) are joined by eighth and
ninth generation members running the Normandy Farms Camp-
ground on West Street while seventh generation member Scott
Daniels resides in the original homestead with his family and

raises Christmas trees. This is their story, one family’s legacy that
started even before America was born.
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roud of their heritage and conscious of

~their role in the legacy of Francis Dan-

iels, members of the seventh, eighth

ind ninth generations of the Daniels fami-
Yy turned to Town Historian Jack Authelet to
-reate a lasting tribute to the family on the
>ccasion of the 250th anniversary of Norman-
1y Farm. Working with photos from the fam-
ly archives provided by Kristine Daniels, Jack
shares the history of a family determined to
vork the land as a means of remaining.upon
L, generauon to generation, as one family’s

egacy continues,
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Arriving in shackles,
Francois Guideau put
down roots to plant
the Daniels’ legacy
here in Foxborough

BY JACK AUTHELET
he young Frenchman, an Army of-
ficer, was serving in the West In-
. dies when he was stricken ill, spend-
ing months in the hospital. His return
to duty proved premature, and he fell ill
once again. It was decided he should re-
turn home but King George’s War had bro-
ken out between British and French colo-
nies, and a ship carrying a French officer
would not be welcome in some ports. His
presence would have to be concealed in un-
friendly territory.
But that was not the only danger at sea.

Shipping companies along the eastern sea-

board of North America and Canada were
lacking in protection by the British Na-

vy on the open sea. To protect their own
interests and gain an advantage in inter-
national waters, they commissioned pri-
vateers -- private vessels sailing under li-
cense from the Colonial government -- to
disrupt shipping and commerce by nations
not friendly to their cause.

They were subsequently allowed to sell
any seized assets at auction to help offset
the cost of the voyage. Ships under French
colors were of particular interest, and
many vessels and valuable cargoes were
seized for bounty by the privateers.

A Colonial privateer, intercepting the
vessel bound for France, found itself with
more than cargo to sell off once back in
port. The crew discovered a true prize of
war, a young French Army officer who,
at that moment, asked nothing more than
to be able to go home to regain his health
and resume his life. But it was not to be.
In that moment of discovery, his life was
irrevocably changed: he would never see
his beloved Normandy again.

Instead, he was put in chains and
brought to the Massachusetts Bay Colo-
ny at Boston, where he was turned over to
authorities who paid a bounty to the priva-

........
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Misfortune smiled on French officer

3

o ————— . ———

~

L O

‘J" - A Y W ——— - — Bl - ———— - > -
BT e T e e S S T AR S e

-

: — 2 . — - ——— i —
PSS IR L (I O L PR RS

AT S

.

- -

l‘!\.. ,.’."__l".' - ‘
—-

Plot plan dated 1753 outlines land comprising the Dorchester School Farm and precedes the 1759 sale of 59 acres to Francis and Kezian Daniels.

au, whose name would later be changed
to Francis Daniels, arrived in what would
become his adopted country. Remand-
ed to prison for three months, he was held
responsible for the cost of his passage,
which had to be repaid. His circumstanc-
es were overwhelming, alone in a strange
and alien land, penniless and friendless - .
or so he thought -- until one man stepped
forward with extended hand and changed
the course of history that would lead to
the 250th anniversary celebration of Nor-
mandy Farms in Foxborough, Massachu-
setts in June of 2009.
Doo

Francois Guideau was born June 22,

1723 near Rouen in the Province of Nor-

" mandy in France. His father had died

when he was quite young, leaving him
with his grandfather and an uncle. When

forced to the shore of this foreign land an

buckles and his sword (both still in the
possession of his descendants).

He knew that once he was released
from jail, he would have to find room and
board for himself while he earned suffi-
cient funds to pay his captors for the cost
of his passage to Boston. It would take
years to pay off the debt before he could
even consider the possibility of earning
sufficient money or offering his services
in exchange for passage back to his home-
land. :

His future was bleak and forebod-

ing. But there was a glimmer of hope of-
fered by one of the keepers at the jail, one
George Hewes, who spoke French and be-
friended the young captive whom he found
“a likely fellow.” George spoke about his
brother, William Hewes, a wealthy land-
owner with a large farm in Wrentham who

d was in need of hired hands. Arrangements
were made for Francois to go to Wren-

ooooooo

imprisoned in Boston, everything of value _were made Jor 1Y .
was takenfr knee- - tham following his Telease from prisom; he* - -

-“was taken-from-him except his silver

~ could live on the farm and be i)aid wages

that could be used to offset his debt.

The farm that William Hewes was op-
erating was the so-called Dorchester
School Farm, a large tract of land owned
by Dorchester that was leased out for
farming. Proceeds from the lease were
used to fund the first public school in the
Colonies which was located in Dorches-
ter. Francois was taken into the Hewes
family and lived at the farm for a num-
ber of years.

A Frenchman in the neighborhood was
an oddity. It was also an awkward time
for anyone of French descent in the Col-
onies as tensions increased between the
British and French nations. The name of
the young Frenchman was changed to an
English pronunciation of Francis Dan-
iels, thus establishing a family name that

would be prominent in local affairs for a

........

—— R~ bl o

T s ——

— e A—lL . I L PG —



¢ ;.r‘.‘?‘:'.‘..-:d.‘-?:‘:%*\r‘g'cf_-u,, R

Call us @ 508-650-4754
For your complete small business
computing solution

CALL US TODAY!
(508) 946-6026

Hours of Operatien: Mon - Fri; 8am - 5pm;
Sat; 9am - 5pm; Sunday: By Appt, Only

 www.routeddrveenter.com
B Harding Street, Lakeville, MA 02347

MILK PRODUCTS

Manufacturer & Fine, Premium Ice Cream
Distributor of Quality Milk Products
~ Since 1929

i ICE CREAT

Bliss Bros. Dairy, Inc. + 711 Park Street
PO Box 2288 -« Attleboro, MA 02703
800 622 8789
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The soldier-turned-farmer set-
tled into the routine of working the
land and many years would pass as
he labored to repay his debt. He was
obviously valued as a worker and
learned important skills related to
farming and the raising of crops. -

Francis Daniels was welcomed in-
to the broader community and, ap-
parently while still living at the
Hewes farm, married one Keziah
Rockwood, daughter of Benjamin

% | Rockwood of Franklin. Both town

and family records are silent on the
date of their marriage, but do record
the birth of the first of their six chil-
dren when daughter Margaret was
born March 4, 1758.

Landowner

In a remarkable turn of events,
the young French soldier -- who
had been brought to this country in
chains -- not only paid off his debt,
married and started a family but ac-
complished what many more firm-

ly established residents had failed to -

do. On June 4, 1759, Francis and Ke-
ziah Daniels purchased 53 acres of
land from William Hewes, a realiza-"
tion of what many would have called
the American Dream. :

The purchase price of the land
was 67 Pounds, 18 Shillings and re-
cords indicate it was tendered in
cash at the time of the sale. The
transaction was recorded in the town
of Wrentham in Suffolk County, said
records being transferred to Foxbor-
ough and Norfolk County once those
entities were created. ’

There was much to do, as Fran-
cis had to build a home for his young
family while planting crops, acquir-

‘ing livestock and developing a mar-

ket for the fruits of his labors. He al-
so had to provide for his own family
as well, which by September includ-
ed their second child, Mary, born
Sept. 27, 1759 |

Family life

- Life on the farm was demanding,
the days long, the work hard, Cows | .
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nd livestock to be fed, hay to

est as well as store for winter

3:: food to preserve, the wood box
to fill, and food could be stored in
’ hs only if there was a
sufficient harvest of ice tmlwmte:)rt.l

Keziah would have total respot-
sibility for the household, building
a fire for cooking as well as heat-
ing water for doing the lapndry, pre-
paring food for consumption as well
as preserving, baking all her own
bread, making puddings and pies.
Even while raising young children,
she would spin her own yarn from
wool sheared from their sheep, make
all the family clothes, and be totally
self-sufficient out of necessity.

While focused on their own needs,
and there were many which had

come to include the birth of a third
child and only son, James, born Aug.

hens a

10, 1761, there were also reminders of

being members of a-broader commu-
nity, one that had come to include 70
families living in the area.

An awareness grew among the
families living here that they had
much more in common as friends
and neighbors than as residents of
the distant towns of Wrentham, Wal-
pole, Stoughton and Stoughtonham to
which they belonged. They lamented
the distance they had to travel on the
Sabbath for worship, and there were
no provisions nearby for educating

‘their children.

In a bold move, they decided to
petition for incorporation as a sepa-
rate town, but first they had to erect
the requisite Meeting House. Land
was made available in 1763 (now the
Common in the center of town) and

residents donated time and materi-

als to build a Meeting House. The
Daniels family would occupy Pew
17.

The carryall used to transport the
family to worship on Sunday morn-
ing was getting a bit more ¢rowded
with the birth of their fourth child,
Anna, on March 21, 1764. But fam-
ilies in the area were beginning to
feel the strain of taxes and charges

........

imposed the Sugar Act of 1764
ingpa fatal blow to the Colonys ?:al'
ber and shipping industries by eri
pling trade with the West Indjog P-

This was followed quickly by the
Stamp Act of 1765, a far more g,
ous transgression -- as its inteng "
not to regulate trade but to rajge p,,
enue. Even more troubling, the l‘eve.
nue was not for the Colony itse]f b,
to help England offset the cost of the
French and Indian War.

Petition to incorporate

Into this politically charged .
mosphere, those living here submj;.
ted a petition to the Legislature qp,
Jan. 30, 1766, stating they had ip fact
built their Meeting House and were
petitioning for relief from the rig.
ors of travel to worship. It must haye
seemed like a minor distraction to
the Legislature at the time, byt the
last thing the British wanted was ap.
other community to be recognizeq.
The petition was denied.

The political situation worsened
as Francis and Keziah welcomeq Jy.
nia, their fifth child, into the fami.
ly Aug. 17, 1767. The Townshend Act
placed import duties on tea, lead,
glass, oil and paper. Many Colonjals
refused to purchase such goods, bu
they were not deterred in their ef-
forts to incorporate, bringing a new
petition before the General Court
June 10, 1768.

Suffering defeat once again, they
resumed their efforts to clear land,
plant crops and set aside sufficient
food supplies to last the winter. The
following spring, they would wel-
come their daughter Susanna into
the world on April 1, 1769, their sixth
and final child.

Anxious to enjoy the amenities
of community life that had been de-
nied, residents acted once again on
their own behalf, building a small
schoolhouse on Chestnut Street and
hiring a teacher to instruct their
children. It was 1770, the year that
tensions in Boston erupted into a
confrontation known around the
world as the Boston Massacre.
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Town’s first public road ran through Daniels’ farm

(Continued from page 4)
Incorporation and Indepen-
dence were companion issues for
the Colonists, who resubmitted
their petition in 1771. Being de-
nied, they pressed forward with
their dream, erecting a second
school in East Foxboro, certain

that one day there would be a
town government to support it.

Francis Daniels was becom-
ing caught up in the effort, and
added his name to the list of pe-
titioners for yet another plea for
incorporation in 1773. There was
a vote to accept it, but no action
was taken given the rise 1n ten-
sions which led to the most open
opposition to British rule, the
Boston Tea Party.

Courageous Colonial lead-
ers committed their grievances
against the government to writ-
ing in the Suffolk Resolves and
quickly dispatched Paul Revere

to the Continental Congress in
Philadelphia where the content
of the Resolves greatly influ-
enced the writing of the Declara-
tion of Independence in 1776.

Ezra Carpenter, who later be-
came the son-in-law of Francis
and Keziah, marched to the call
at Concord and Lexington, serv-
ing 1n the Revolution under Gen-
eral Washington. A tactical ma-
neuver by the Colonials in plac-
ing cannon atop Dorchester
Heights under cover of darkness
led to the British evacuation of
Boston and a subsequent change
In government. :

With a Colonial government
seated in Boston, a more favor-
able political climate prevailed,
and members reconsidered the
petition of 1773 and on June 10,

1778 the document signed by

Francis Daniels and others be-
came the law of the land.
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Cows graze in rolling meadows established by Francis Daniels off West Steet.

The new community would be
called Foxborough and as part
of establishing its government,
the road that ran through the
farm of one Francis Daniels --
West Street -- was officially ac-
cepted as the first public road in

the new community where the
street, the farm and the family
remain part of the fabric of the
community to this day.
. -oog
Brought to Boston in chains, it

1s unlikely that Francois Guideau

had any thoughts of remaining on
this distant shore where he would
not only make a new life for him-
self but where he would witness
the birth of a new nation and help
guide the founding of a new com-
munity. His roots run deep, and
not a single day has passed since
that moment he signed the deed
and became a landowner that his
property has not been occupied
by his descendents.

And so 1t has come to pass,
nearly 250 years to the day, that
family members would gather at
his beloved Normandy Farms 1n
celebration of the life of a young
Frenchmen who so many years
later would write an epitaph
that would give thanks “to the
Lord whose sovereign hand, that
brought me to this Gospel land;
that I in port might hear-and
know, and taste the joys while
here below.”
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129 Washington Street
Route 1, Foxboro
(508) 543-7316
1 Mile South of Patriot Place
& Gillette Stadium
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm; Sat. 8am-4:30pm

BuildinaOnService

« Free Kitchen & Bath Desigq'
. Fast Easy-In Easy-Out Service

« Blueprint Take-offs

. We Cut Plywood, Lumber, Chain & Rope

» Free Cost Estimates
« Keying Locksets—Keys Made

SUPPLY

betwood

LUMBER

Route 140, Mendon

(508) 478-7784

100 YARDS South of the Intersection
of Route 140 & Hartford Ave.

Mon-Fri 7am-5pm; Sat. 8am-1pm

Congratulations To Nermandy Farme
and, the Daniels Family

on thein 250th univerdany

CHACE, FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 23 YEARS
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"NEW & IMPROVED

A NEW BARN was built in 1890 to replace the original, struck by lightning. :
*In photo at right, Francis Daniels is seen in the wagon while his father, Al- SR S
bert, holds the horse. The barn provided stalls for animals, storage for i - 3
hay, and space for heavy equipment underneath. 7

- -

« Roberts offers delivery of bulk chlorine
(Sodium Hypochlorite) for commercial and
municipal swimming pools

o Minimum delivery of 100 gallons

+ Automatic deliveries available (weekly,
biweekly, ete,) e

» Bulk storage tanks available for sale
(call for quote)

o Prompt, courteous service at competitive prices
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“Superior Products & Service™

Since 1976, Roberts Chemical has been providing
“Superior Products and Service” to 2 variety of
industries including commercial and
municipal water treatment.

258 Pine Street
Pawtucket, RI 02860
Phone: 401-312-0990
Fax: 401-725-1661
£-Mail: in uiri_esfa'}r_obertsche_g_lﬂ..gun
www.robertschem. com |
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Did Francis Daniels face the music?

o . .
F ncis Daniels was a French Hugue-  nect in the portrayals of just where Fran-  dle scraped in the house of God.”

not (P - . :

apprecx;gttijt?:&i : %gouﬁarggg Wth cis s}ood (or did he remain seated?) when But what about published statements
bert Daniels, would later descgr e hion’ - music was played during worship. After a  that in 1801, two elders of the church, try-
very musical. His granddaughter, K m a; while, there was no one left to give a first- ing to resolve differences about the bass
Comey, wrote in 1879 that hegr er, d§21ﬁ person account about, but the story per-  viol, visited Francis and quoted scripture
isedl t0 fake her or hix b Bed gr(zim_ ather  sisted. In fact, when Bethany Church cel-  about instruments used in praise of the
06 of the *Seven Bells” 1 Fraen }sllnI% tlge ebrated its 175th agmivex:sary in1954 and  Lord? Francis purportedly said he would
ob Fved with the famife nrjx_c - Kezi-  noted the Centennial of its present build-  continue to go to church as he always had

y since infancy until ing on Rockhill Street, the bass viol was  and all that like that instrument could en-

b s . :

f)git“(;?sh ;i’ é&fﬁ;t:ﬁ?f;t isrlr:etof{(e;'edlgld sup-  promunently displayed and the story re- joy it and all could enjoy their own opin-

D e Hathers i are; , owledge of peated yet again, this time by Bertha 1on. That being said, he reaffirmed his 1n-
preferences. Daniels, chairman of the Anniversary tent to leave the house of worship and stay

The family members had come forward Committee and great-great-great grand-  out until the end of the singing.

to counter suggestions that there seemed  daughter of said Francis. Could 1t have been that Francis appre-

to be another sid | ' : e .
e of Francis Daniels, one The story could -- or should -- have ciated music, just as family members had  THE BASS VIOL purchased by the town following
a vote by the people to allow music in the wor-

that took exception to a bass viol being been put to rest lon ' i | ' ‘ i
: A - eer long ago with the pub- said, but objected to the introduction of in-
f{l:g:f :nuf}l:;gc\ggfrsnhgg Ln tﬁe old Meeting  lishing of the Paine family genealogy. It strumental music during worship? Or has  ship service is now on display over the entrance
ack in 1801, It took makes reference to a William Paine, born  Francis has been unfairly portrayed for to Memorial Hall, the town archives and muse-
um. Did Francis Daniels get up and leave the ser-

la formal vote of the town on April 6 to al-  in Malden on June 26, 1720, who married  more than 200 years if, as the Paine ge-
ow music in a worship service and the in- Mary Bull in 1743 while she was living in nealogy states, it was William Paine who  vice each time the instrument was played, or was

strument was .purchased for $3.00 what would later become Foxborough. Mr. walked out at the scraping of the bow? that someone else? The question lingers.
When heqrmg the music, the story Paine was portrayed as a man of society We may never know for sure, but in the

went, Francis would get up and walk out who, when the bass viol was introduced in- interim the bass viol is on permanent ex-

of the service until the music stopped. to the choir of the church, he would go out hibit at Memorial Hall, the town archives
There seemed to be a major discon- as he “would not sit still and hear the fid- . and museum in Foxborough, where it is

displayed for its historical significance -
the first musical instrument played in a
worship service in the village.
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Charlie Murphy
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Life at Normandy Farm was never €asy

farmer’s life was not an easy one,

with the constant need to perform

daily chores, tend the crops in sea-
son, put sufficient food aside to last the
vinter and be as self-sufficient as possible,
doth in providing for the family as well as
he animals. It was a challenge of monu-
mental proportions easily affected by bad
weather, illness or a drop in egg, milk or
vegetable production.

Milking the cows was a daily chore,
starting about 5 a.m. The animals had
.0 be cleaned, milked, and then the milk
olaced in large metal containers to be
sept cool until it could be bottled for sale
or sold wholesale. The cows could graze
1 open pastures during warmer weath-
2r, while the farmer could cut hay in the
{eld, turning it over in the sun until it was
completely dried, then store it in the barn
in sufficient quantities to feed the live-
stock throughout the winter.

If, as a farmer’s hay lay drying in the
fields, a storm should approach, a sense
of concern spread through the neighbor-
hood. Getting the hay wet could spoil the
crop, leaving the farmer unable to feed
the cattle throughout the winter without
having to purchase hay from commercial
sources. The added expense could be cat-
astrophic, resulting in lean times for the
family. All available friends and neigh-
bors would pitch in, getting the hay under
cover as quickly as possible to help the
family avoid an extremely difficult winter.

Household chores

While there was a daily rhythm to car-
ing for the animals as well as feeding the
family, household chores were usually
performed on designated days.

m Monday was wash day, and it started
very early in the morning with the build-
ing of a fire and heating large quantities
of water, one tub for washing, another for
the rinse. The clothes, including heavy
shirts and overalls, would be scrubbed on
the washboard, put in a kettle of hot water
on the stove, then rinsed and hung outside
on the clothesline to dry. A concession to
severe winter weather was a wooden rack
near the stove.

® Tuesday was for ironing, which al-
so required a fire in the stove to heat the
iron. If the iron was too cold, the wrinkles
persisted. Too hot and the clothing was
scorched. It was a delicate balance but a
skill quickly learned. e AR
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ABOVE; A good ice harvet was 3 ne-
cessity on the farm. Huge blocks
would be cut from the farm pong
and stored for use in warmer
months to preserve the family fooqd
supply as well as cool the milk pro-
duced on the farm that would pe
sold to customers. A poor ice har-
vest would place a financial Durden
on the family as it sought to pur-
chase supplies during the summer.

AT LEFT: The blocks of ice would be
hauled up into the shed, where they
would be covered with a heavy lay-
er of sawdust from the sawmill that
would insulate the ice during the
summer heat. Note the windmill in
the background, used to draw water
from the well and pump it to storage
areas in the house.

season had passed.

m Friday was cleaning day, no small
task at Normandy which had grown to in-
clude 13 rooms. Beds to strip and make up
clean, floors to scrub, furniture to clean
and polish went along with clearing the
ashes out of the fireplaces, cleaning the
stove and washing windows. .

m Saturdays were -demanding, but a.fa-
JLEGN PSS 85

m Wednesday and Thursday were for
churning as well as food preparation and
preservation. The heavy cream, skimmed
from the milk when first set aside to cool,
was brought from the cool cellar and pa-
tiently churned into rich, creamy but-
ter. Tomatoes, carrots, peppers and peas
would be preserved in glass jars, sealed
away for enjoyment long after the growing 1

.‘k\ QLA S

CIUSUUAR AR Ly U

vorite with many family members. It was
baking day. Again, it started with a fire in
the oven, but this time it would be lit the
night before for a nice even temperature.
The aroma of beans, bread and pies would
linger throughout the day and often there
would be tarts to fill with jelly or cinna-
mon twists as special treats for the family.
-(Continued on facing page)
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T'he chores never ended
for town’s early farmers

(Continued from page 8)

Different delicacies were placed on
separate shelves in the oven, depend-
ing on the required temperature, and the
women took great pride in their baking
as evidenced by the competition in the
Grange Fair each year. Winning a ribbon
earned the proud honoree bragging rights
for a full year. :

Saturday night was no less intensive:
it was bath night, and that meant heating
large quantities of water to fill the tub set
in the kitchen near the stove during the
colder weather. Bath time only came once
each week, so it was incumbent upon ev-
eryone to be present when their turn was
called. :

But the work week was over. The cows
still had to be milked and the other an-
imals fed, but Saturday was a time to
gather around the long table in the dining
room to play games, read and just plain
relax.

Sunday still brought chores morning
and night, together with meals to pro-
vide, but the primary focus of the day
was hitching up the carryall and trans-
porting the family to worship. The fam-
ily had pew 17 in the original Meeting
House. When it was torn down in 1822 and
the first denominational structures built,
members worshiped at the Congregation-
al Church in the center of town and later
at the Union Church in South Foxboro.

Seasonal focus Red

Springtfme came as a welcome relief
from the more confining days of winter.
The earth was coming to life, the chick-
ens were hatching, the gardens would be
plowed and planted and there was an ex-
citement to the sense of renewal. Stoves
could be removed from the hen houses, -
runners removed from the wagons and
wheels replaced and screens put in the

‘windows in anticipation of warmer days

ahead. | -
Summer was time to cultivate the gar-

dens to insure bountiful crops. There was
hay to cut and stack in the barn and the
cranberry beds were fertilized to stim-
ulate growth. There was squash to pick,
beans to snap, and vegetables to preserve

to enjoy as well as to preserve. Canning

followed the seasons: whatever was ripe

was served as well as preserved. Carrots
and turnips were stored in boxes of sand,
potatoes put in the cool vegetable cellar,

_ while pumpkins were buried in the hay

mow. Squash went to the attic near the
chimney, and parsnips left in the ground
to freeze. Apples to pick, cider and vin-
egar to make, and ears of corn to put
through the sheller. Wood to cut, pine nee-
dles to pack for starting fires, the prep-
aration for winter was seemingly end-
less. Soapstone slabs were brought into
the house to be heated on cold nights and
placed in a flannel-bag to slip into the bed"
to warm it prior to bedtime.

Winter brought its own mix of chal-
lenges and rewards. The wood box had
to be filled daily to heat the house and to
burn in the stove. Once the weather was
cold enough to keep meat, the hogs were
killed and taken to the carpenter shop to
be butchered. The fat would be brought

~ back to the kitchen for rendering to make

lard. There was pork to salt in crocks and
sausage to make.

The harvesting of ice was most im-
portant. Large blocks of ice would be
cut once the pond had frozen to a depth
of several inches. The men would wear
creepers to keep from slipping on the ice.
The large blocks would be loaded onto a
wagon and brought to a shed behind the
house. Covered in sawdust to act as insu-
lation, the blocks would be removed one
at a time through spring, summer and fall
to keep perishables cool in the ice box.

" Failure to store adequate ice would im-

prove hardships during warm weather.
Winter was also a preparation time,
getting tools ready for spring, cleaning
the harnesses, mending screens. They
would spend hours at the grindstone,

* sharpening tools. The men would cut

trees in the woodlots, bringing them back
to eventually cut into boards, some for
use on the farm, others for sale.

" Farm life was demanding, but every-
one had their own specific chores to do.
Children weeded gardens, fed hens and
collected eggs while the elders helped
preserve food and make clothing. No
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ABOVE: Harvesting hay, Fran-
cis “Grampa” Daniels is seer
pitching hay onto the wagon
in the early 1900s while Lau-
ra Daniels operates the trip
raker. A hired hand is on top
treading the load.

AT LEFT: Wood lots were care
fully managed to produce _
wood for use at the farm and
for sale. Francis Daniels is
seen with a full load of cut
boards from the saw mill,
c1900.
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THE DANIELS FAMILY with its float for the annual Fireméﬁ's Parade in 1928, promoting the eggs; fni,ll-
and cream produced at Normandy Farm.

large farm could make it without hired '

as soon.as they were harvested. . .
hands, and Normandy was no exception,

Fall was harvest time, with amplé food
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"Portion accounts’ and provisions for daughters

Early bequests demonstrate patriarch’s
determination to care for his daughters

t the time of his daugh-

Ater Margaret’s marriage

.to Ezra Carpenter in 1779,
Francis Daniels prepared a list of
“Indoor moveables” that he gave
his daughter. Hand-written with
many variations in spelling, each
item carried a monetary value
and listed such things as 30 yards
of sheeting cloth, 20 yards of bed
ticking cloth and 12 yards of dia-
per cloth.

There was also seven yards of
cloth for curtains, a woolen cloth
for a coverlet, two bed blankets
and 20 pounds of feathers. Fran-
c1s included two bedsteads, two
bed cords, a fire pail and tongs
together with an iron pot, a dish
kettle and a tea kett]e which was

usually spelled “kittle”

Quite useful for someone
about to set up housekeeping,
Margaret also received a square
table, cedar tub and pail and
five chairs as well as a great
wheel, two basins, a covered
earthen ware, three knives and
forks and a cow.

Margaret died at age 32, and
her sister Mary -- or Polly as

* she was called -- became the

new wife of Ezra Carpenter. Her
portion account was limited to
four sheep at three shillings, six
pence. In 1792, she was also given
a cow and in 1797 a mother cow.
Daughter Anna received her
portion account in April of 1783 at
19 years of age. Anna received a

great wheel, great tub, two bed-

steads, a pot and dish kettle and
a tea kettle.

Consistent with the needs of
someone setting up-housekeep-

Ing, she also received a com-

forter and bed blankets, a case
of knives, bed ticking, 12 yards
of diaper cloth and a bag of foul
(fowl) feathers.

In August of the following
year, Anna was the recipient of
five pounds of goose feathers,
some water foul feathers and
dunghill foul feathers, a cow, a
fire shovel and tongs. Also noted
was the value of keeping her heif-
er for 39 weeks from August of
1786 to May of 1787 and for keep-
Ing a cow for 27 weeks,

Equally interesting was the
distribution of the estate of Fran-
cis Daniels, planned long before
his death

To his daughter Polly Carpen-

ter, “$68.34 cents to be paid her
in three years after my decease
by Executor and to be upon in-
terest in two years after my de-
cease, which with what I have
heretofore given her is all that
[ bequeath to her out of my es-
tate.”

To his unmarried daughter,
Susanna Daniels: “Item: $120.00,
all my household furniture that I
shall die possessed of. Item: “two
last daughters Junia and Susan-
na, the use and improvement of
all the original or old part of my
dwelling house; one cow, weav-
ing shop with loom and weavy-
Ing (unintelligible), with a privi-
lege in the well and cellar under
the house; with a privilege in the
door yard to lay their firewood
and a privilege in the orchard for
all the apples they want, privi-
lege to cut as much firewood on
the ten acre lot purchased from

 James Daniels had to
care for his two unmarrieq
sisters the remainder of
their lives.

John Guild as will be sufficient
for their fire. Likewise ordering
my Executor to keep for them
one cow summer and winter:
supplying them with a horse tg
ride to meetings and elsewhere
free of cost, supply four sheep -
all to continue during their nat-
ural life unless they marry: if
one marries the other shall haye
the whole privilege except two
sheep.”

The Executor of the estate
of Francis Daniels was his son
James and the message was
clear. He had to care for his two

unmarried sisters the remainder
of their lives

T ——

On Celebra
- Ray McKay | 357 South St

) | :
. [0 i » = II i g ' :
L » y " } 0 )
» : ’ : . 3

i ;’5;0.8"'54‘3 *

- W




Supplement to The Foxboro Reporter @ The Sun Chronicle, Thursday, June 54,2000 11
B NE FAMILY’S LEGACY @ NORMANDY FARMS 250TH

ON THE MOVE....

- 'v
"-;,-ro 1
|..

et . v

ABOVE: Farming was always labor intensive, but the load got light-
er with this Range Master Feeder (being operated by Uncle Pete in
1953) invented and designed by Norman Daniels to feed chickens
on the range.

AT LEFT: The Daniels family by the main farmhouse for a winter
outing in 1916 that required harnessing the horse and hitching the
wagon. Wheels on wagons were removed in winter and replaced
with runners. Roads here in Foxborough were rolled, not plowed,

to facilitate travel on runners. Heavy drifts had to be shoveled Dy
hand.

VEORIAGE DATA NETW'ORKS

N | -
CommPros, a proud, local provider to Normandy Farms:

» QualityToshibaTelephone & Voice Mail Systems
. Voice & Data Wiring

Telecommunications Bill Consulting
.

»  Systems Pro-Active Maintenance

. ()ulslamlm onsite and remote pr(mrammnm SCIrvViCe
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The fifth generation was born to serve
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From the battlefields to the classroom,
these four siblings rose to a challenge

the Daniels family were the
A four children of Albert J.
Daniels and his wife, Eliza Morse,
whom he married Nov. 29, 1883.
Albert was a direct descen-
dant of Francis Daniels, and was
born at the family homestead at
Normandy Farms. His wife, Eli-
za, was sister of Deacon Charles
Morse who, together with his
wife, started Rock Lawn Farm
on Mill Street to provide educa-
tion and training in a residen-
tial setting for inner-city youth
in hopes that they might be able
to care for themselves in the fy-
ture.
The camp was later tak-
en over by the Cowley Fathers
which they operated as Saint Ay-
gustine Camp as a summer expe-
rience for city children. The ar-
~ ea s now operated by the Recre-

ation Department of the Town of
Foxborough.

F ifth-generation members of

The oldest and only son of chairman of the Red Cross in : _ < ' 9?‘1!&\3 b e NN S PR 3 o 4 . Bk
the four children of Albert and Wrentham, serving until the be- - THREE GENERATIONS of Daniels family members are represented here by fourth generation members Albert Daniels (seat-
Eliza was Francis Newell I?an- - ginning of World War H.' She ed left) and his wife Eliza (seated right), fifth generation members (standing) Marion Daniels Warren, Laura, Francis N. and
lels, .born Dpc. 9’. 1884, dest{ned then devotqd her atteptlon to the Bertha Daniels, and sixth generation members Evelyn Daniels Grigsby (being held by Albert) and Norman Daniels (center,
by birth to inherit leadershl.p re- Homg Service Commxtteg for the being held by his mother Elva, wife of Francis) who changed the focus at Normandy from farming to camping.
sponsibilities for the operation of  duration of the war, serving un- . ; . \ , |
Normandy Farms. ; til 1950. home on Rockhill Street in Fox- Laura, into teaching, kpomg

A graduate of local schools, he Laura Antoinette Daniels was borough. full well the career choice lim-
married Elva M. Pratt and was  born May 18, 1888, was educat- From 1962 through 1965, Lau-  ited personal choices. Ultimate-

a member of the Foxboro Ceme-  ed in local schools and graduated ra Daniels served on Foxboro’s ly, Bertha would devote her life ,

tery Corporation, Bethany Con-  from Framingham State Teach- Library Facilities Planning Com- to families and their offspring,

gregational Church, and was ers College. Early in her career, mittee that was seeking solutions knowing she would never have

active in the original Foxboro she held positions in Grafton and to the growing negds of the ngn one of her own.

Grange. He was a highly respect- Hopedale, Mass. before moving and the crowded library facili- _ She taught with distinc-

ed citizen, and guided Normandy to the Lincoln School in Spring-  ties wh}ch were then located in tlon and was honored for jt. She

Farms through the challenging  field in 1914 where she would Mgmonal Hgll (now the town ar- would then join her sister, Lau-

growth years of raising chickens spend the next 40 years, primar- chives and museum). Ix} 1966 and ra, at the family homestead on
~2nd selling eggs. ily as principal of the Tapley 67, she broadened her influence

He died of injuries received at
the farm on April 30, 1948 while
removing the harness from a
horse which bolted and threw
him to the ground. He underwent
emergency surgery following
which he appeared to rally but he

never fully regained conscious-
ness before his death, " * - * ‘s
Marion Winnifred Daniels

- I

was born March 13, 1887 and fol-
lowing graduation from local
schools, pursued studies in nurs-
Ing. She then joined a medical
unit organized by Harvard Med-
ical School during World War I
to provide medical services for
the British Expeditionary Forc-
es, and served in France from
December, 1916 through March
of 1918.

Returning home at the end of
her tour to assist American fore-
es that had entered the war, she
Joined the American Red Cross,
assigned to Fort Devens during
the flu epidemic. Once the Armi-
stice was signed ending World
War I, she became a night super-
visor at Norwood Hospital for two
years. |

Marion then served as Pub-
lic Health Nurse in Wrentham,
where she met and married John
Warren and the couple had two
sons. In 1925, she was named

School.

A devoted teacher, who was
obliged to remain single at that
time, she was known to devote
many summer vacation peri-
ods to graduate study, taking re-
fresher courses at Syracuse, Co-

lumbia, Uniyersity of California

-+ +.and Harvard. Upon her retire- .

ment, she returned to the family

) .
.......

FvelynMarien

Davie) S

i A)Lfr‘r (Vfg,l; : .‘.;,N
o JF Dantels .

by serving on the building com-
.mittee for the present Boyden
Public Library, which was dedi-
cated in 1968.
Bertha A. Daniels was born
March 7, 1892 and, like her sis-
ters, followed one of the two ma-

. Jor. career paths open to wom-
. en at that time --, nursing and .

.+ Jour rose to the challenge with

‘hat time | . distinction, and in so doirig kept
teaching. She followed her sister, alive a family le
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Rockhill Street to spend her re-
maining years, during which
time she took employment at the

Foxboro Company as an assem-
bler.

Each in their own way, the
four children of Albert and Elj-
za were called to serve. And all

lvalMarion <
ratt Dawmiels,
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Family members contributed
to public service in Foxboro

rancis Daniels, who

founded Normandy
Farm in 1759, was the

first family member to step
forward in public service.

He signed the petition to the

clature in 1773 asking
tlfli%lportions of Wrentham,
Je, Stoughton and

’alpo
;ﬁu%htonham would be set
aside as a separate town.

+ia]ly rejected, the peti-
tIixz)I;I fva}; revived and acted
n in 1778, with the new
;’f;ﬁn called Foxborough.
In 1779, Francis was
amed Surveyor of High-
: ys and a Town Agent In
$1 He stepped forward
- in 1789 when the new

taog:::nwanted to establish

school districts throughout
the community for the pur-
pose of educating the chil-
dren. Francis was a mem-
ber of the committee for
District Three in South
Foxboro where the Quaker
Hill School would eventual-
ly be built at the corner of
West and South Streets.

Other family members
called to public service:

® Benjamin: Surveyors
of Highways, 1779.

m James: Surveyors of
Highways, 1786; Hog Reeve
1794, 1807; Surveyors of
lumber, 1838; Tythingmen,
1805, 09, 13.

m James Jr.: Hog Reeve,
1824; Surveyor of Lumber, ‘41.

® Lewis G.: Surveyor of
Highway, 1850, 1856; Com-
mittee to settle accounts
with school districts, 1858,
'60, ‘65: Committee to take
possession of schools, 1869;
Committee to revise school
district, 1857.

® John P: Field driver,
1869,

m Norman: Advisory
Committee, 1962; Industrial
Development Commission,
1963-64.

m Laura: Library Facil-
ities Planning Committee,
1962-65, Library Building
Committee, 1966-67.

m Albert (Dan): Dog Of-
ficer and Pound Keeper,

1968-70.
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The sixth generation shifted focus,
with a future vision tied to the land

he untimely death of Fran-
cis N. Daniels at Norman-
dy Farms 1n 1948, when he
never recovered from injuries sus-
tained when thrown to the ground
when a horse bolted, hastened
the inevitable change that would
come to farm life.

The farm had grown over the
years to nearly five times its
original size. Large hen hous-
es had been erected to accommo-
date a change in focus relative to
use of the land but now, with the
death of Francis, there would be
-- for the first time -- a sharing of

ownership. The land would be di-
vided between the

up over the hills. That portion of
the property would be owned by
Norman Daniels, oldest child of

Francis.

Norman and Douglas were
very conscious of their place
1n history as sixth generation
members of the Daniels family,
but they weren’t farmers. Nor-
man was a long-distance trucker
while Douglas more mechanical-
ly inclined and had interests that
drew him to California.

Doug’s mother, the late Mari-
on Daniels, had sold a portion of
the farm land to the town for the
creation of what became Cocas-

set River Park, a

two sons of Fran- S new town-owned
cis Daniels, Nor- % | swimming and
man and Douglas, ~ | recreation area -
and their sister, | -on Mill Street.
Evelyn. 0| The town gained
~  West Street | akey piece of
had always cut - | property and she
through the farm, | had help with tax-
separating the | es and other ex-
original home- | penses.
stead from the The Town of
enormous barn Foxborough had
that accommo- | also taken a par-
dated cows and cel of land and a
the vast amount right of way to the
of hay requiring rear of the prop-
storage through | " erty by eminent
the winter to feed  Norman Daniels, campground ~ domain for addi-
farm animals. founder, at age 1 tional water wells.
New lot lines, The area includ-

however, would reflect land use.

The Daniels homestead, still
occupied by the widow of Fran-
cis, and all of the land behind
it would go to Douglas Daniels,

_voungest child of Francis. But
Doug would also retain title to a
large triangle of land on the far
side of West Street that would in-
clude the barn and adjacent pas-
ture.

Immediately beyond the barn
were the enormous hen houses,
numerous outbuildings, and vast
acreage of pasture and wood-
lot spreading from the pond and

ed the sand pits which had been

a source of income over the years

providing sand for the foundry
on Mill Street where sections of
the Common fence had been cast
in 1857.

When Doug returned from Cal-
ifornia and resumed residence in

the family homestead, he devoted

the vast area behind the house to
the planting of Christmas trees.
Some land on the far side of the
road below the barn would also
be cultivated for trees.
‘Meanwhile, Norman Daniels
had built a homestead at the top

~ ONE FAMILY’S LEGACY § NORMANDY FARMS 250TH
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SIXTH GENERATION members Norman Daniels, Evelyn Daniels Grigsby, Douglas Daniels and adopted brother Carruth Steeves

of the hill on his side of the now
divided land where he and his
wife Jeannette would raise three
children: Albert (Dan), Rob-

ert (Bob) and a daughter Janis
(Prendergast).

Young Dan was active in 4-

H with a focus on chickens and
sheep which were central to a
continuation of some farm activ-
ity while his father was on the
road. Owners of small farms in
New England faced many chal-
lenges in a changing economy.
Many farmers sold off frontage
to a burgeoning housing mar-
ket but the Daniels family stood
firm in preserving Normandy
Farm.

The family turned to the fed-
eral Farm and Home Administra-
tion for loans to subsidize activi-
ties that would preserve agricul-
tural land

Snowmobiles had become a
popular wintertime activity for

many families, and they rec-
ognized an opportunity at Nor-
mandy. They opened up trails
through the woodland and across
the meadows but alas, they were
still dependent upon the weather
and the outreach produced mixed
results.

Norman and his family had
been campers, and envisioned
possibilities along those lines.
Young Dan headed off to Dean
Junior College and for one of his
major college papers, he laid out
a business plan for converting
farmland to a campground. The
family was quick to respond,
and the rest -- as they say -- is
history.

Another challenge

Meanwhile, the town was
growing, and no outlying neigh-
borhood was immune from the
potential of an influx of growth.
West Street was no exception, es-

pecially with the increase in traf-
fic anticipated with the operation
of a campground.

The Board of Selectmen asked
the Norfolk County Commission-
ers to examine the possibility of
widening West Street to accom-
modate more traffic. Since many
of the homes had been built
close to the road over the years,

. however, a general widening was

out of the question. The commis-
sioners then proposed a reloca-
tion.

The proposed relocation of
West Street called for the road,
as 1t came in from Route 1, to
swing in behind the barn of Doug
Daniels and run behind the hous-
es along West Street with a new
bridge crossing Cocasset River
about 50 feet below the existing
bridge. An S-curve arrangement
would then link the new and old
West Streets.

(Continued on facing page)
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lenge. Small farms in New Eng-

land were an endangered species, and
many succumbed to the temptation to sell
out. To keep the land, Norman Daniels had
to put it back to work, and raising chickens
or sheep would not be enough. -

How about this plan developed by his
oldest son, Albert (Dan) about develop-
ing"a campground? It had received high
praise at college. Family members were
campers themselves, and could appreci-
ate the appeal of the woodland setting up-

¥ Daniels family kept an eye on the future

orking families with large land
Wholdings faced a unique chal-

different concept in design for new ones
but the growth continued.

Dan was assisted by his wife Doris
to help plan and organize activities for
campers of all ages that would include
softball, arts and crafts, nature walks and
playground activities, all amenities that
had been built into the daily operation of

the eampground. |
And still they grew as did the outdoor

recreation industry. Before long, enor-
mous motor homes the size of a bus would
be pulling up by the office door. Quickly,
the norm became spacious pull-through
campsites complete with

They also knew m(rlhat : The campground wa(tier, giectrici.ty', sewer
campers expected, an . and cable service.
what they needed. They pmve(.l to be an K!eal The cgmpgrounq proved
knew they could deliver. location from which tohti)ehan. u.iteal l?c?ltllon from
But one man couldn’t do : which visitors to the ar-
it alone: it would be a fam- visitors to the area ea could gxplo;e Cape Cod
ily commitment, and they . could explore Cape  and th; hlstorlsct Plgmémth
decided to move ahead. area, Boston, Sturbridge,
Norman Daniels, his wife Cod, the Rhode Island Rhode Island beaches and
Jeannette, their three chil- beaches and all all points in between. It
dren -- Dan, Bob and Janis points in between... Was also an ideal destina-
tion for those who want-

-- and in time their spous-
es embraced the new ven-
ture which they called Normandy Farms
Campground and there would be no turn-
ing back.

It would be a modest beginning, those
40 campsites opened in 1971 -- with water
and electricity -- laid out among the trees
near the top of the hill. The daily camp-
ing fee was $3.50 per night. By 1974 they
had expanded to 65 sites and soon would
be charging $5.50 per night. Facilities like
rest rooms, showers and snack bars would
grow proportionate to the popularity of
the new camping destination, and soon a
swimming pool -- then two -- was added to
the list of attractions. The first Recreation
Hall was built in 1976. '

It was demanding. There was more
than one job for everyone, and they all
went to work, soon drawing upon friends,
neighbors, an eager labor pool and even
long-term campers themselves to fill the
many tasks. Before long, tents were re-

placed by many campers with trailers, re-

.......

| I"quiring modifi¢ations in some 16tS and'a -

- ed to just hide away In a
woodland setting and do nothing but enjoy

the serenity for a few days.
Campground staff could easily meet

such diverse needs by continually seek-
ing input from customers and preparing
staff members to meet their every need.
If there was a constant, it was change, but
the Daniels family members had bond-
ed with a very loyal base and occupancy
rates remained high.

In 1982, a complex of two pools was
opened, and the following year campers
embraced an opportunity to engage in ac-
tivities to benefit the Boston based Jim-
my Fund which supports the fight against
cancer in children and adults at Boston’s
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. By 1984,
the daily camping rate had reached $12.00.

It would be a banner year 1n 1985,
when a family campground and RV park
tucked away on a narrow street in Fox-
borough, Massachusetfs would be voted

the RV Park of the Year. = ‘
I N " (Contidved on page 19)
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ONE FAMILY'S LEGACY m NORMANDY FARMS 250TH

A MULTI-POOL COMPLEX behind the
nain lodge (at far right) is compli-
nented by an extensive children's
dlay area (above), and an indoor
200! and jacuzzi facility (near right)
are just some of the modern conve-
nences which set Normandy Farms

Campground apart as a destination
esort.

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION HOME CONSULTATION
ALSO STAMPED DECKING & DRIVEWAYS & REMODELING PRO} ECTS
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Campground the latest page
in 250-year-old family legacy

(Continued from page 16)
A richly deserved national hon-

or, it was cause for great celebra-
tion and most timely 1n its presen-
tation, coming just two years be-
jore the death of Normandy Farms
campground founder Norman Dan-
jels in 1987.

National recognition returned to
Normandy in 1987 when Dan was
named president of the National As-
sociation of Campgrounds and RV
parks and just a few months later,
the grandest addition of them all --
the new office and registration area
at Normandy -- opened to the camp-
ing public. .

Once again, the highest recogni-
tion in the industry would be afford-
ed Normandy Farms Campground
when, 1n 1995, it was voted the na-
tional RV Park of the Year for the
second time.

Each year at Normandy Farms
brought a host of new.activities, pro-
grams and opportunities for camp-
ers. Their birthdays and anniver-
sarles were recognized, every hol-
iday was celebrated in some man-
ner, there were prizes to win, games
to play, fund-raisers to support and
friends to make.

Normandy would earn anoth-
er Woodall's Five-Star rating, be
honored for Dedication to Custom-
ers, and designated Employer of the
Year by Workamper News.

Support for the Jimmy Fund,
which had commenced in 1983, inten-
sified with each passing year, and
special recognifion was afforded in
2001 when the Normandy Farm ef-
fort exceeded $100,000.

That same year, the program’s
most ardent supporter -- Normandy
Farms co-founder Jeannette Daniels
- fell vietim to a tragic accident at
the campground.

A large photograph of Norman
and Jeannette Daniels hangs over
the mantle of the large fireplace in
the new office and registration cen-

‘It is all about remaining
on the land and working
together as a family to
preserve the land on which
we have lived for nine
generations.’

Dan Daniels

info Normandy Farms Campground
and who are so fondly recalled by all
who knew them. '
In a totally unprecedented an- .

nouncement, Normandy Farms
Campground and RV Park was sin-
gled out yet again in 2005, voted RV
Park of the Year for the third time.

The park had grown to include
such five-star amenities as a 20,000
square foot air-conditioned recre-

~ ation lodge with adult and activity

lofts, an arcade, business center and
theatre.

Facilities also include a heated
indoor pool, sauna and fitness cen-
ter as well as three outdoor pools,
three Jacuzzis, a gift shop and camp
store. Attractions feature free WiFi,
a snack bar, restrooms and laundry,
two playgrounds, a fishing pond and
picnic area as well as horseshoes,
shuffleboard, Bocce court, full-court
basketball, a volleyball court, soc-
cer field, nature trails and two soft-
ball fields.

- An 18-hole disk golf course has
been added as well, which offers a
standard round of golf minus the
clubs and balls as players throw a
disc as they make their way around
the course.

One of the latest additions in-
cludes the opening of Freedom Tail
Park, where pets can roam free in a
fully enclosed area which contains
agility equipment specially designed

| for dogs.

Three generations of Daniels fam-
ily members are presently on site

- ation, his descendants would work

Supplement to The Foxboro Reporter m The Sun

iels is president of the corporation
and serves as general operations
manager. His sister-Janis, vice pres-
ident, is office manager and brother
Bob, treasurer, 1s the maintenance
manager.

Dan’s wife Doris is recreation

Chronicle, Thursday, June 4, 2009 19

Thomas J. Lapointe
Associates

CONSULTING ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS

(508) 636-8713

THOMAS J. LAPOINTE, P.E.
Principal

director and their three children
are all involved with the operation.
Marecia is the human resource di-
rector, Kristine the marketing di-
rector who also handles accounting,
and Marc, grounds maintenance.
Shaun Daniels, son of Bob, is main-
tenance supervisor.

Two grandchildren of Dan and
Doris, Jillian and Cassidy Harrison
(daughter of their daughter Marcia
and her husband Dave), also lend
their talents to the success of the op-
eration and represent the ninth gen-
eration in this most remarkable sto-
ry of one family in one place for 250
years. '

ooo
- It was a most improbable jour-
ney, that a young French Army offi-
cer brought to our shores in chains

281 Commerce Drive
Fall River MA 02720
(508) 672-1800 Voice
1-800-ICE-COAL
www.easternice.net

Congratulations Daniels Family
on your 250th Anniversary!

would one day find himself on a plot
of land in what would become Fox-
borough. From generation to gener-

that land and it would yield its boun-
ty that their families might prosper
and grow. |

Time and circumstance would
force them to seek new uses of the
land, and they would succeed beyond
their wildest expectations, but all of
that was never the goal but merely
the means by which they could con-
tinue the legacy.

“It 1s all about remaining on the
land,” said Dan Daniels, whose col-
lege paper provided his father a
business plan for turning farm-
land into a campground, “and work-
ing together as a family to preserve
the land on which we have lived for
nine generations in hopes that this
anniversary will find family mem-
bers even more deeply committed to
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CONGRATULATIONS ON 250 YEARS
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