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NORMANDY FARMS

From France to Foxboro

Nearly 240 years of history and eight
generations of family ownership are
represented in the Normandy Farms
Family Camping Resort, a beautifully-
wooded, year-round facility which annu-
ally draws thousands of visitors to the
Foxboro area.

First named the “Best Campground in
the Country” by Trailer Life magazine in
1985, Normandy Farms Campground will
next year celebrate 25 years of operation
on its beautiful 125-acre site. Over the
years, the management has added quality
vacation attractions while maintaining the
beauty and integrity of the iand first settled
by Francis Daniels in 1759.

The Daniels family has continuously
occupied the property since then, for many
years farming its fertile acreage. They have
raised dairy cattle, chickens and sheep at

various times. An active Christmas Tree

Farm continues today.

For some years in its early history, the
working farm took in summer guests,
usually city residents hoping to refresh
themselves on clean country air. In the
mid-’60s, governmental wool subsidies
stopped, another farm which supplied
chickens for raising failed, and the Daniels
family faced some difficult choices.

Norman Francis Daniels and Jeannette
Caron Daniels wanted to preserve the land
for their three children and future grand-
children, but it was clear the era of the
family farm was passing by.

Forwitously, son Albert “Dan” Daniels
was attending Dean College in nearby

At Normandy Farms Campground, guests enjoy the hospitality of the Daniels
Jamily, owners of the Foxboro land for generations. Shown are (from left),

Janis Daniels Pendergast, Albert “Dan” Daniels, Doris Daniels and Bob Daniels.

Franklin where he was called upon to
complete an assignment on how to make
changes in a business.

“We began to see that to keep the land,
we’d have to diversify,” he explains. The
changes came gradually at first. Initially,
they designed 65 campsites, and there
were “sheep on the hill and chickens
scratching around” when the first
campers arrived in 1971,

Today there are 400 campsites at
Normandy Farms. Major recreational
facilities on approximately 60 developed

acres include three full-size outdoor swim-
ming pools, an indoor heated pool, two
hot tubs - one inside and one outside - two
regulation playing fields for softball, two
volleyball courts, areas for shuffleboard,
boccie, horseshoes, “disc golf” and two
playgrounds. A modern recreation build-
ing builtin 1976 will be undergoing exten-
sive renovations, and includes a games
arcade, refreshment areas and youth and
adult lounges. The entire facility is
surrounded by beautiful New England
countryside; scenic hiking trails circle the
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gs” He lived

in

A kindly jailer named Hewes spoke
French and took a liking to the young

man, sending him to work with his
paid off the cost of his passage and was.

able to purchase land for himself. Records
in the Registry of Deeds for 1759 show

~ he acquired 53 acres of “wilderness” in
- what was then the town of Wrentham, for

brother, a wealthy Wrentham landowner.
‘Francis was 36 years old when he finally

“seven pounds, 18 shill
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sing-alongs, Murder Mystery Nights,
Monte Carlo parties and the “Spookiest

keep getting better,

.

 Recreation Supervisor Sean Whelahan  GILIIL |

oversees a staff of activities counsellors-
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Doris Daniels, who as an operating

nurse before the birth of her youngest

‘daughter, is the dynamo behind the activi-
ties program. “We know that to succeed

‘Halloween Weekend you'd ever want to
‘we have to keep getting better, an

‘what we aim for.
responsibility is to

imagine,

able for everyone

France in 1723. While serving as a French

original farm pond.

The administration building represents
the best possible combination of old and
new - the modern interior includes large
expanses of glass, wood beams, chande-
liers, and the latest in computer equipment.
In a gallery above the reception area, au-
thentic (and well-wom) tools and farm
implements are displayed - not very far
from where they were last used.

Over a massive stone fireplace is a por-
trait of the founders, Norman and

€ e began to see that
to keep the land we’d
have to diversify ??

Jeannette Daniels, whose guiding pres-
ences are reflected in their childrens’ ori-
entation to running a quality business
while providing an excellent vacation
experience. Norman passed away about
eight years ago. Jeannette divides her time
between a house on the Campground prop-
erty and Florida. Today, Dan Daniels, his
wife Doris, and Daniels’ siblings Bob
Daniels and Janis Pendergast keep things
running smoothly.

Every possible vacation need or

(Continued on Page 12)

homeland.




