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At Normandy Farm 2£B 7 19%0

Saga of farmer vs. progres

By Jack Authelet

Douglas Daniels of Normandy Farm
felt the weight of seven generations on
his shoulders this week as he fought yet
another battle to protect a portion of the
family homestead on West Street.

Behind him were five generations of
the family, which have worked the land
for a living in continuous operat:on
since Normandy was founded in 1759 by
Francis Daniels. Doug and his brother
Norman are the sixth generation, and
their children and grandchildren have
already taken their place in the long
family line at Normandy. Norman and
his family run a campground. Doug,
recently returned from the West Coast,
is raising Christmas trees as a cash
crop. .

The latest battle comes with the
Norfolk County Commissioners over
the proposed relocation of West Street.

As presently proposed, the relocation
- of the road could severely restrict the
. use of a portion of the property, and
_take additional acres out of production.

There have been other reductions in
the size of the farm over the years,
some voluntary, others of necessity,
others forced. . :

- Doug’s mother, the late Marion
. Daniels, sold a portion of the farm to
. the town, and Cocasset River Park was
built. The town gained a swimming
area, she had money to pay the taxes.

The Water Department has taken

nine acres, including a right of way, for

NORMANDY FARM, continuously owned by members of the Daniels farmly since 1759, will experience another loss of land
with the proposed relocation of West Street. A portion of the former hired man’s quarters in the foreground will be taken and ‘the
new road will limit access to the underside of the barn. used to store eauinment






